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manojit saha
Mumbai, 13 July

A strike by cash replenish-
ment staff employed by cash
managementcompaniessuch
asCMSInfoSystemsandHita-
chi Payment Services in some
northern states is expected to
affect cash loading in auto-
mated teller machines
(ATMs), bankers said.
According to sources, the

cash-loading staff are
demanding a wage revision
in Delhi, Haryana, and Uttar
Pradesh. The strike, which is
already under way, may also
affect some southern states,
including Karnataka. “The
strike is likely to impact cash

loading in vendor-managed
ATMs. As a result, ATMs in
some of these states may run

out of cash in the coming
days,” said an official of a
public-sector bank (PSB).

The total number of
ATMs, including white-label
ATMs, is around 250,000.
Queries sent to CMS and

Hitachi did not elicit a
response until the time of
going to press.
Industry players said the

strike is the result of a stand-
off between banks and cash
management companies.
In a letter to the Indian

Banks’ Association last
month, the Confederation of
ATM Industry (CATMi) said
the ATM network is under
strain and urged banks to
engage directly with oper-
ators to resolve the issues
before “damage becomes
structural”.

Industry players said
PSBs, with their large ATM
networks, could be the worst
affected by the strike.
CATMi had said the new

wage code has reset the
statutory wage base, while
fuel prices have been hiked
multiple times since theprice
freezewas lifted inMay 2026.
The association estimated a
near-term increase in
operating costs of around 20
per cent.
The association also said

monthly ATM cash withdra-
wals fell from 570 million in
January 2023 to 484.3million
in January 2025 — a cumu-
lative decline of 14 per cent
over two years.

monika yadav
NewDelhi, 13 July

The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has seized
morethan440endangeredand
protectedwildanimals,around
15 kg of ivory and elephant
ivory articles, and arrested 33
people in a nationwide
crackdownonwildlife traffick-
ing, the finance ministry said
onMonday.
The intelligence-led oper-

ations, carried out across sev-
eral states over the past week,
targeted organised wildlife
crime syndicates involved in
the illegal trade in protected
speciesandwildlifeproducts.
Amongthebiggest seizures

was an operation near Sujan-
garh in Rajasthan on July 10,
where DRI officers recovered
around 11 kg of elephant ivory
andapprehendedfourpersons.
Theaccusedwerehandedover
to the Forest Department for
actionunder theWildlife (Pro-
tection)Act, 1972.
In another operation in

Mysuru,officialsseizedaround
4 kg of elephant ivory and
apprehended three persons
involvedinthe illegal trade.
Theministry saidcommer-

cial trade in ivory is prohibited
under theWildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, in line with India’s
obligationsunder theConven-
tion on International Trade in

Endangered Species of Wild
FaunaandFlora (CITES).
The import and export of

ivoryarealsoprohibitedunder
theForeignTradePolicy.
Inaseparateoperation,DRI

officers in Howrah appre-
hendedtwopersonsandseized
two ivory idols suspected to
havebeensmuggled into India

fromBangladesh.
The DRI also busted an

interstate wildlife trafficking
syndicate operating across
Maharashtra andWest Bengal
in a joint operation with the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion’s (CBI’s) Economic
OffencesBranch,supportedby
the Wildlife Crime Control
Bureau(WCCB).
The operation resulted in

therescueof15slowlorises,two
binturongs,28startortoises,six
Egyptian vultures and two
shikra birds. Six accusedwere
arrestedbytheCBI.
Separately, DRI officers

foiled several attempts to
smuggleprotectedwildlifeinto
Indiathroughinternationalair-
ports by passengers arriving
fromBangkok, Kuala Lumpur
andColombo.
The seizures included

albino red-eared turtles,
bearded dragons, African
spurred tortoises, Borneo
pythons, green iguanas, man-
grovemonitor lizards,Goeldi’s
marmosets, yellow-cheeked

gibbons and siamang
gibbons, among other pro-
tectedspecies.
According to the ministry,

coordinatedoperationsinBen-
galuru,Warangal, Pune, Surat,
Chennai, Kolkata, Tiruchirap-
palli, Madurai, Srikakulam,
Hojai in Assam, Rajasthan,
MysuruandHowrahalsoledto
theseizureofwildlifeproducts
such as pangolin scales,
leopard pelts, seahorse-based
products and red sanders,
besides the rescue of several
protected reptiles, birds
andmammals.
Theoperationswerecarried

out in coordination with
agencies including the CBI,
WCCB,CustomsAirportIntelli-
genceUnits,stateforestdepart-
mentsandlocalpolice.
The finance ministry said

the sustained intelligence-led
operations underscore DRI's
efforts to dismantle organised
wildlife trafficking networks
and reinforce India's commit-
menttoprotectingendangered
speciesunderCITES.

sharleen d’souza
Mumbai, 13 July

The Breweries Association of
India(BAI)haswrittentoBihar
Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary, urging the state
government to lift prohibition
on alcohol in a
phased and con-
trolledmanner.
The letter

requestedthestate
to consider with-
drawing the liquor
ban in phases,
starting with the
introduction of
productswithlowalcoholcon-
tent, such as beer and wine,
whichhaveanalcoholcontent
below15percent.
In 2016, the state intro-

duced the Bihar Prohibition
and Excise Act, 2016, which
banned themanufacture, sale
and consumption of all alco-
holicbeverages.
To discourage harmful

alcohol consumption, the
association asked the state to
link taxes to alcohol content
through theAlcohol-in-Bever-
age (AIB) taxationmodel.
“While most governments

taxbeverageswithhigheralco-
hol content more heavily, the

Karnataka
government has
rolled out an AIB-
based taxation
framework that
sets theamountof
tax on the basis of
the amount of
alcohol in the
beverage, regard-

less of the type of beverage,”
the lettersaid.
The association also sug-

gested mandating 75 per cent
women employees on factory
floors to promote their econ-
omic independence.
It proposed levying a de-

addiction cess on alcohol to
establishatleastonede-addic-
tioncentreineachofBihar’s38

districts. Furthermore, it rec-
ommended levying a women
welfare cess on alcohol sold in
Bihar, which would convert
exciserevenueintoadirectand
permanent investment in
women’s welfare across the
state.Tomake itscase, theBAI
said illegal liquor continues to
flow into Bihar. In 2025,
3,775,321 litres of liquor were
seized inthestate.
In the first two months of

2026,theaveragemonthlyseiz-
urereached370,684litres,an18
percent increaseover the2025
monthlyaverage.
It also said that prohibition

hascausedBihartovoluntarily
surrender one of the largest
sources of own tax revenue
available to a state govern-
ment. “Additionally, the
state has lost an additional
~10,000 crore of indirect tax
revenueinthelastdecadefrom
ancillary industries and the
hospitality and logistics sec-
tors,” the lettersaid.440protected animals, 15 kg ivory seized

Breweries associationurges
Bihar to lift alcohol ban

WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING

bai proposes a
cess to set up
at least one
de-addiction
centre in every
district of
the state

press trust of india
London, 13 July

A stellar all-round perform-
ance fuelled India’s famous
270-run win over England in
the first-ever Women’s Test
stagedattheiconicLord’shere
onMonday.
Needing four wickets to

wrap up the game overnight,
Indiacompletedformalities in
the morning session on day
four, dismissing England for
186 in 62.5 overs despite a
dogged half-century from
SophieEcclestone.
It was a clinical perform-

ance from India in a format
they don’t play often, beating
anoutofsortsEnglandfairand
square in the “Home of
Cricket”. Resuming their
second innings at 130 for six,

Englandbatted formore than
90minutesbeforesuccumbing
toIndianbowlers.
India had set a mammoth

457-runtarget for thehosts.
Withthemassivewin,India

alsomaintained their superior
record against England in the

longest format.
In the 16 Tests both teams

have played, India have won
four games, England one
while the remaining 11
matchesweredrawn.
India’s only defeat to Eng-

landcamewayback in1995.

Historicwin: Indianwomen
trounceEnglandat Lord’s

1

3 4 5

2

1.Binturong, 2. Ivory tusks, 3. Shikra, 4. Star tortoise,
5.Wolleymonkey

Indianplayers celebrateafterwinning theone-offTest
matchat theLord’s inLondononMonday photo: pti

Wage strike expected tohitATMs
Industry players said public-sector banks could beworst impacted by cash-loading stir

Thestrikemayalsoaffect somesouthernstates,
includingKarnataka
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